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Responsibility for fairness in a changing world economy: negotiations, contestations, definitions 

The global economic and political context for Fair Trade and its stakeholders is changing. On the one 
hand established hierarchies between stakeholders situated in the Global North and Global South 
appear to be replaced by multi-polar relationships. At the same time dependencies and volatility of 
both, ethical and conventional markets, pose risks and challenges for producers aiming at higher 
standards. This is in addition to geopolitical tensions and the effects of climate change. Against this 
backdrop, both state and non-state initiatives demand more equality and fairness in global trade, as 
the debates around the due diligence laws of the European Union illustrate. This workshop discusses 
the question of how, and by whom, in these seeming contradictory and multi-polar orders, 
responsibility for fairness is defined, negotiated, and fought over. The aim of the workshop is twofold: 
First, it aims to bring together a number of stakeholders to facilitate a dialogue on what responsibility 
for fairness means, and how it can be achieved. We want to take account of the struggles that arise 
when responsibility is ascribed, taken, or denied, and to highlight the different logics of justification 
behind this, and how they serve to maintain positions of power in global supply chains. Second, we 
want to facilitate a dialogue between responsibility-approaches from social science and humanities, 
and the experiences of practitioners of Fair Trade, to see to what extend both sides can learn from 
each other.  

We would very much welcome contributions on the topic. If you would  like to share a brief input 
during the workshop, please contact us by  the end of August.


