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Short Description (299 characters): 
This panel examines how contemporary global dynamics increasingly challenge North-South categories 
that have long framed Fair Trade amid climate, market, and ethical change – inviting reflection on what 
new maps of fairness, interdependence, and global trade can inform research and practice today.  

Abstract (250 words): 
Fair Trade historical roots lie in a vision for a fairer model of global trade that would redress structural 
imbalances between North and South. From its origins, it was built from a stable premise: retailers and 
ethical consumers in the North, and producing communities in the South. 

Yet, these problematic categories are increasingly in motion. The boundaries between North and South 
are unsettling as actors in the South move beyond the role of producers taking on processing, product 
development, and branding, while the North now includes producers facing vulnerability linked to 
climate change, economic precarity, and volatile markets. At the same time, production and trade 
patterns are shifting 

These developments reveal that the geographic categories of Fair Trade have never been fixed— shaped 
by changing configurations of power, vulnerability, and expertise. We invite contributions that examine 
how these changing dynamics challenge the architectures of Fair Trade and the ways they are 
conceptualised by scholars. How do emerging forms of production, trade, and governance compel a re-
mapping Fair Trade’s global order? What new alliances, dependencies, and imaginaries of so-called 
‘fairness’ arise in this transformed landscape? What old/new concepts assist with thinking about these 
changes? 

We invite panelists from diverse disciplinary backgrounds interested in challenging Fair Trade's 
analytical categories. We welcome contributions that illuminate how North and South are constructed, 
deployed, and contested within Fair Trade's changing landscape, and which point toward new 
frameworks for understanding fairness, interdependence, and global trade in an era when old maps no 
longer match the terrain. 
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