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Agricultural and food production is considered a key driver for achieving the sustainable 
development (e.g., the UN Sustainable Development Goals). However, in the current era 
of multiple crises—including global environmental change, geopolitical polarization, wars, 
and the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic—the global food supply is (once 
again) at risk. This has led to a shift in focus toward crisis resilience within agricultural and 
food systems, while sustainability efforts in food production are being called into question 
and their implementation is becoming increasingly challenged.  

In this panel, we will discuss potential synergies and conflicts between achieving crisis 
resilience and sustainability goals, and how academic research and development 
cooperation can contribute to achieving both objectives. 

Questions include: How do we address shocks to the food system resulting e.g., from 
and climate change? How can food systems be made more ecologically, economically 
and socially sustainable and resilient? What role do standards and certifications such as 
Fairtrade play? What role do smart digital technologies play in promoting the resilience 
and sustainability of food systems? How does transdisciplinary research contribute to 
increasing sustainability, fairness, and resilience in food value chains?


