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Abstracts:
1. Sting, A. Regulation meets international cooperation: unpacking Article 30 EUDR

By adopting the EU Regulation on deforestation-free value chains (EUDR), the EU aims
at reducing the impact of the internal market on global deforestation. The regulation
changes the dynamics in the trade of agricultural products that are associated with
deforestation. Intense debate within and beyond the EU has contributed to recent
amendments to the regulation, which have been adopted with the goal of simplifying
compliance costs. Implementing required due diligence procedures, however, remains a
challenge for producers, importers, and traders alike. This is especially true for those
operating in low- and middle-income countries, raising concerns among researchers about
potential negative spill-over effects of the EUDR. Recognising these challenges, EU
legislators included Article 30 in the EUDR, which explicitly calls on the EU and its
Member States to use mechanisms of international cooperation to promote forest
protection and deforestation-free value chains worldwide. One dimension of this article
addresses technical and financial cooperation with forest-rich countries that export
regulated products to the EU. The other dimension is cooperation with other importing
countries to develop coordinated regulatory approaches on deforestation-free value chains.
However, the legal and practical implications of Article 30 EUDR remain unclear.

This paper discusses this article's scope, legal meaning, and the relationship between the
EUDR and international cooperation. It aims to answer the question of whether Article 30
leads to any legal obligations or if it is merely a “gentle encouragement” to Member
States without further legal meaning. In doing so, it unpacks Article 30 by analysing its
legislative history, legal status under EU law, as well as its relationship with legal
obligations under international law, such as the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD). It further contextualises Article 30 within relevant EU strategies such as the Green
Deal and the Commission’s strategic framework for implementing Article 30. This paper
was developed conducted in the context of DEval's evaluation of German bilateral
cooperation in the field of deforestation-free value chains.

Amankwah, E. Realities of Fair Trading, EU Policies and Agri - Food Commodities
Supply Chains: The Case of Smallholder Cocoa Producers from Ghana

Introduction

Fair Trading has dominated the international markets over a period and this has arisen out
of the concerns raised by consumers. The introduction of certification and voluntary
sustainability standards are embedded in the discourse of sustainability and the
marginalization of producers from the Global South. Production of agri-food products has
come under scrutiny from consumers mostly from the Global North. The European Union
Deforestation-free Regulation (EUDR) and new sustainability reporting rules as the
Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) and Corporate Sustainability Due
Diligence Directive (CSDDD) is to revitalize global supply chains agricultural



commodities and platform for solving inequality and poverty among smallholder

producers of cocoa.

Objectives

- To support sustainable cocoa producers in Ghana and encourage sustainable practices.

- To ensure traceability, transparency, deforestation-free, non- pollution, climate change
and biodiversity conservation.

- To offer the necessary education and knowledge- transfer to the smallholder cocoa
producer on EU polices to be self-compliant

Methodology

Instruments used includes information from secondary sources, focus group discussions,

opinion leaders, observation and practice.

Results and Conclusions

Sustainability standards agencies such as Fairtrade, Rainforest Alliance, and Mondelez

etc. had well established relationship with smallholder cocoa producers in Ghana.

Stringent enforcement by the sustainability organizations with interests on supply chain of

ethically and green based products. Enforcement and compliance of the regulations and

codes would enable sustainability-oriented third party organizations to curb deforestation

and other peripheral issues as human rights. The EU Deforestation- free commodity

regulation (EUDR) would be a booster in biodiversity conservation ,carbon sequestration

within the production areas while contributing to the SDG(s)12, 2, 8, 10,11,15, 13, 1, 3

and other cross-cutting targets. Full implementation as proposed has identified changes in

the dynamics in the industry especially quality production and financial viability of major

stakeholders.

Dubois, M. Using taxation to support the transition to sustainable and fair trade cocoa.
This policy brief analyzes the use of tax incentives as a lever to support the transition to
sustainable and fair trade cocoa in Cdte d'Ivoire, in a context marked by the adoption of
regulations to combat deforestation (ARS 1000 and RDUE). It highlights that the
implementation of these standards requires significant investment in traceability,
agroecological practices, and value chain governance. However, the poverty of producer
families and the low level of organization among farmers are two major obstacles to the
investments needed to adopt this standard. Without support mechanisms, compliance
requirements risk impoverishing the most vulnerable actors and reinforcing inequalities
within the cocoa sector.

In this context, the CIRAD (Centre for International Cooperation in Agricultural Research
for Development) and Commerce Equitable France, in partnership with the French
Development Agency (AFD), have assessed the feasibility of an export bonus-malus
system aimed at sending a positive price signal to exporters who source from cooperatives
that comply with the ARS 1000 standard. The cocoa export tax bonus-malus mechanism
offers a tax reduction to exporters who purchase ARS-1000-compliant cocoa and pay a
premium to the cooperatives that would benefit. Those who continue to source non-
compliant cocoa would be penalized. This mechanism aims to make sustainable sourcing
more economically attractive, while generating revenue for the state through the penalties.
This study is in line with Theme D, “Dynamics in Political Discourses, Policies,
Regulations, and the Market,” by opening the debate on a public policy instrument aimed
at internalizing sustainability costs and influencing the behavior of actors in the cocoa
sector. By studying the implementation of this mechanism, the article contributes to



understanding how producing countries are seeking to respond to growing demands for
traceability, sustainability, and compliance.

P. Saakha, N. Shrestha. The Role of Voluntary Sustainability Schemes in Aligning Fair
Trade Practices in the Artisanal Textile Sector: Evidence from the Field

Label STEP is a Swiss fair trade organization dedicated to promoting the wellbeing of
artisans in the handmade carpet and artisanal craft sectors. It has a presence in all

major carpetproducing countries, including India, Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran,
Turkey, and Morocco. Currently, Label STEP collaborates with 90 leading companies

and international brands to uphold equitable trade practices within the artisanal

textile industry. The ten STEP Standards are grounded in core ILO conventions, covering
areas such as Occupational Health and Safety, Minimum Wage Fixing, Minimum Age,
Worst Forms of Child Labour, Equal Remuneration, NonDiscrimination, Freedom of
Association, the Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining, Forced Labour and its
Abolition, as well as Hours of Work and Weekly Rest. In addition, it extend to

ecofriendly production practices and guaranteed access to audits, among other

provisions. Label STEP conducts audits in Nepal across nearly 180 production sites
covering approximately 4000 weavers and workers affiliated with its numerous license
holders and members—international buyers and designers who have voluntarily
subscribed to fair trade practices. Ten STEP standards are systematically assessed using
digital tools, ensuring audits that are comprehensive, impartial, and conducted in real
time. This paper presents longitudinal data spanning a twoyear period, highlighting the
fluidity of compliance standard maintenance and underscoring the instrumental role of
voluntary thirdparty audits in continuously aligning and reinforcing the implementation of
fair trade principles in handmade textile production. The study concludes that subscribing
to sustainability schemes is not a one-time solution but an ongoing process of dialogue,
negotiation, commitment and solidarity among supply chain actors. Voluntary
sustainability standards and certification bodies act as catalysts for this continuous
engagement, strengthening resilience and ensuring the long-term viability of fair trade
practices.

Bennett, E. Approaches to business and human rights in mandatory due diligence
regulations — the case of the EUs CSDDD

Due diligence regulations are re-shaping notions of "fairness" in global supply chains.
This study examines whether and how shared ownership, social mission, and fair trade
practices were incorporated in the European Union’s Corporate Sustainability Due
Diligence Directive (CSDDD). First, the study conceptualizes shared ownership, social
mission, and fair trade practices. Building on this framework, we examine whether and
how these approaches are included in due diligence negotiations and legislation. When
and how do these three approaches appear over the policymaking process, and which
approaches ultimately become embedded in the final legislative text? The empirical
research traces the policymaking process from early discussions to after the legislation’s
adoption and explores the extent to which the three approaches were engaged. The
analysis draws on an original compilation of archival documents - a corpus of 474,171
reports, public feedback comments, and survey responses related to the policy- making
process, and 8 documents related to the policy making outcomes. The documents



produced by EU institutions and stakeholders and using qualitative coding, we analyze
when and how concepts related to ownership, purpose, and practices were invoked, by
whom, and with what effect on the final legislative outcome. Initial findings indicate that
while all three approaches were brought into the policymaking process at some point, only
elements related to business practices appear in the final directive. Our analysis points to
the relatively narrow scope of adopted due diligence legislation, which might limit its
potential to address structural issues that could help advance meaningful transformations
towards more sustainable business models and conduct.



